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Yo-Yo Times Survey Shows that Yo-Yoers Are Better Students! 
“A's” and “B’s” Predominate. Would You Believe a Collective 3.4 G.P.A.?! 


We had to double check our figures. We just couldn’t 
believe it. But the results are in, and there’s no mistaking it. 
Students who yo-yo are not just better students. They're super 
students. 

A total of 35 students from grades one through 12 
responded to our request to send us copies of their report 
cards. Three students had straight-A averages. 19 students had 
A’s and B’s only; no C’s. Eight of the students had all A’s and 
B’s with just one C. Only 3 D’s appeared in the entire stack, 
and one student had 2 of them (he also had 2 A’s, 4 B’s and 1 
C). The student who had the other D also had 1 A, 4 B’s and 2 
C’s, so even those who had the lowest grades still turned in B- 
average report cards. 

Here are the raw figures: The 35 students had a total of 
152 A’s, 92 B’s, 24 C’s and 3 D’s. No F’s anywhere on the cur- 


rent report cards. That’s a collective grade-point average 
(G.P.A.) of (are you ready for this?) 3.4! 

Incidentally, the only F’s that appeared anywhere in the 
study were the 5 that the Yo-Yo Prince, 10th grader Brian Mc- 
Grath of Richford, Vt., had on his 9th grade report card. His 
total card that year was 2 B’s, 1 C and 5 F’s. That was before 
he began yoing. 

Now that he has mastered the art of yo, he has also 
mastered the art of studying. His current grades are 3 A’s and 
3 B’s. Brian’s was the most impressive increase in G.P.A. as a 
result of taking up the yo-yo. 

A couple of others whose grades took an upward turn 
when they began yoing were: 

Jeffrey Mitchell of Rochester, N.Y., had a very impressive 

See GRADES continued on page 5 


Looking for a Song to Perform To? 
“It’s Yo-Yo Time!” with 
Larry Groce & Professor Yo-Yo 


If you’ve been looking for an appropriate song to accom- 
pany your yo-yo routine, you’ll love “It's Yo-Yo Time!” 

The song is a catchy, ragtime piece designed to be per- 
formed to. 

Each line in the song describes a different yo-yo trick, 
which can be performed in time to the music. 

The lead singer on the song is “Mountain Stage” host 

Groce, who also wrote the music. Yo-Yo Times editor, 
Stuart F. Crump Jr. (“Professor Yo-Yo”), wrote the words and 
sings in the chorus along with the Mountain Stage Band. 

The tape contains four versions of the song: Beginners, In- 
termediate and Advanced, with progressively harder tricks to 
accommodate all skill levels, plus an Instrumental-only ver- 
sion, so you can do your own singing or even make up your 
own words. 

Children of all ages are invited by the performers to use 
the song as background to their own yo-yo routines, such as in 
talent shows at school or summer camp. (For broadcast use, 
the recording is licensed through ASCAP.) 

For the past 5 years, Larry Groce has been the host of the 
weekly radio show, “Mountain Stage,” produced by West Vir- 
ginia Public Radio and broadcast live and by tape delay over 
more than 135 National Public Radio stations coast to coast. 
Call your local public radio station and ask when the show is 
broadcast in your area. (If your station doesn’t have the show, 
ask the program director to add it to the schedule!) 

Groce’s song “Junk Food Junkie” was a surprise, novelty 
Top-10 hit on the Billboard Pop Charts in 1976 and eamed 
him a feature article in People magazine. His children’s 
albums for Disney Records have earned him four gold and 
three platinum records and sold more than 10 million copies. 

See SONG continued on page 8 


a. 


CLIFF OLL loves to yo-yo. > (A.P. photo) 


From Catching Yo-Yos 
to Catching Spies... 
Cliff Stoll is No Yo-Yo 


The first week in March, Clifford Stoll’s picture showed 
up on the front pages of newspapers all across the country. In 
his hand was a yo-yo. Had he developed a new yo-yo trick or 
a new high-tech yo-yo? Nope. He’d just spent 18 months 
tracking down West German spies. (In the interest of journalis- 
tic accuracy, we should say alleged spies.) 

The adventure began in 1986, when Cliff discovered that 
somebody had used 75 cents worth of computer time without 

See CLIFF STOLL continued on page 8 
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Why Are Yo-Yoers Better Students? 


As part of our study on the question, “Are Yo- Yoers Better 
Students?”, we invited our student readers to send us copies of 
their report cards and also to finish the following statement: 
“Students who yo-yo do better in school because....” 

We promised a free year’s subscription to the best answer 
to this question. It looked like we had a tough job ahead of us. 
All the essays were great! 

But, just under the wire—the very last day of the dead- 
line—Joey Dolan’s entry arrived in our mailbox. The judges 
were unanimous in their decision that Joey, who lives in Fair 
Oaks, N.Y., and is a 9th grader at Middletown High School, 
walks off with the top prize. 

He sent his entry in the form of a poster, which we are 
reproducing here. Unfortunately, we do not have full-color 
capability; the poster is beautifully hand colored. If enough 
readers request it, we might consider getting it reprinted, 
colors and all. 

We're happy to report that Joey’s story shows what yo- 
yoing can do for a student's academic career. In 6th grade, he 
was failing almost every subject. A talented artist, Joey was 
more interested in his art work than his homework. 

“His report card was a string of F’s,” his mother, Jean, told 
us. He started yoing in 7th grade. As his yoing improved, so 
did his report card. He finished 8th grade with 4 A’s (including 
an A+ in math), one B, 2 C’s and (alas) an F in Spanish. This 
year his grades are 4 A’s, one B and 2 C’s. He’s no longer get- 
ting an F in Spanish. Of course, he’s no longer taking Spanish, 
either. A creative solution. 

“Since I started yo-yoing, my grades and my attitude have 
really improved,” Joey says. “My world and I have definitely 
changed for the better. The yo-yo is very helpful in reducing 
stress and increasing creativity. It really helps me feel that I 
am in control of something in this mixed-up world.” 

It’s true he’s not a straight-A student—yet! But his 
academics have improved so much that his principal wrote 
him a letter of congratulations, and he has been invited to join 
the National Art Honor Society. An impressive story. 


Other Readers Answer 
The BIG Question 


Joey Dolan walked off with first-place honors in our con- 
test, “Students who yo-yo do better in school because...,” but 
his was by no means the only good answer we received. Each 
reader whose entry is printed here will receive a free 4-month 
subscription (or 4 months added to their current subscription). 

Here are two of the other entrants: 


IT ALWAYS 
STICKS BY YOU! \ 


* MADE OF HARD ROCK MAPLE 

¢ NATURAL FINISH WITH LIGHT-DIFFRACTING SIDES 
(AVAILABLE IN FIVE COLORS) 

* PATENTED DESIGN -- ALL LEATHER BELT STRAP 

* MADE IN USA 


JA es A+B>Z Toys, Inc. 
ze 5133 Cononavo Ave. Oaxtanp, CA (415) 658-9230 
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HE'S GOT THE WORLD ON A STRING. Joey Dolan’s winning entry 
answers that age-old question of why yo-yoers are better students. 


Biting the Silver Bullet 


Yoing helps me unwind. When I’ve been doing homework 
for a while, I relax with a yo-yo break. I can do lots of tricks 
but am still trying to learn string tricks, 

I have Tom Kuhn’s No-Jive. I told my mom that if I con- 
tinue to get all A’s in 9th grade, I thought the Silver Bullet yo- 
yo would make a good reward. She said yes, so that gives me 
something to work for. 

My brother [whose report card was not sent in] is also a 
yoer. He received all A’s in four years in high school, except 
for one B+ in 9th grade English. He thinks yoers are smarter, 
too. 

Our subscription is in my mother’s name, so that my 
brother and I won’t fight over who gets it. 

Jeff Mitchell 
Rochester, NY 


Extending Your Mind’s Capabilities 


I think students who yo-yo do better in school because 
they are psychologically involved in an extra-curricular ac- 
tivity that extends their mind’s interests and capabilities. 

It takes intense concentration to develop crucial yo-yo 
stunts. Having mastered the skill of concentration, a yo-yoer 
consequently does better in his academic studies. 

Steven Cardwell 
Hamilton, Bermuda 


And the Winner Is... 


In addition to our essay contest, we also promised that the 
student who sent us a report card with the highest grade 
average would receive a free one-year subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Wouldn’t you know it, the result was a tie—a three- 
way tie. 

Three students turned in perfect, straight-A report cards. 
So, they all win free subscriptions. Congratulations to super- 
students Carrie Warburton, a 6th grader in Hudson, Ohio; Mat- 
thias Banner, an 8th grader in Kalamazoo, Mich.; and Jeff 
Mitchell, a 9th grader in Rochester, N.Y. 

We also promised a free subscription to a student whose 
report card we would draw at random. The winner of that 
drawing is 5th grader Jeremy Lefler of Mt. Prospect, Ill. 


TOY FAIR REPORT 


Here’s the latest yo-yo news from the New York Toy Fair 
in February: 

@ This could be the hottest new yo-yo idea to come along 
in some time. It’s so outrageous that that’s what Yomega calls 
it, “The Outrageous Yo.™’ The company exhibited prototypes 
of the new model at the New York Toy Fair in February. This 
superior performing yo-yo has a transaxle system (patent pend- 
ing), which allows the yo-yo to spin freely with no friction be- 
tween the string and the axle of the yo-yo. It is similar to a 
Yomegea without a clutch. The traditional Yomega, “The Yo- 
Yo with a Brain,” has a centrifugal clutch that opens to allow 
the top to spin freely during sleep, but which closes as the yo- 
yo slows down, returning it quickly and easily to your hand. 
Boy, can that baby spin! Yomega’s chairman Len Amaral 
tossed a 39-second spin for us almost without trying. “I’ve got- 
ten it over 42 seconds,” he said, “‘and still been able to recall it 
back to my hand....This is not for 3-to-4-year olds.” We're still 
learning the “Brain Twister” and have trouble getting even 
one loop with a regular yo-yo, but were able to throw four 
loops on the first try with an Outrageous. Watch for it in 
limited quantities in April and full shipping beginning May 
15. Retail cost will be $6.50. At your favorite toy store, or 
directly from Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, 
MA 02720, 617/672-7399, for $6.50 plus $2.50 shipping and 
handling (including a free packet of string; $1 value). 

e “I’ve got the world on a string” states the ad for the new 
Earth Zone Yo-Yo from Spectra Star, P.O. Box 3099, 13215 
Louvre St., Pacoima, CA 91333-3099, 818/897-2979. The 
Earth Zone is a colorful, ball-shaped globe of the earth. It’s 
but one of 20 novelty “Radical Yo-Yos” the company 
produces. Currently available models include the Earth Zone, 
Fast Food Cheeseburger, Curve Ball Baseball, Donald Duck 
Qwazy Qwacky, Have a Blast Grenade, Leapin Lizard, G.I. 
Joe, Pee Wee Herman and Ghostbusters. The new series of yo- 
yos, set for release in June, include the Double Dare, Ninten- 
do, Batman, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Gumby, Freddy 
Krueger, Slam-Dunk Basketball, End-Zone Football, Bowling 
Bail, Soccer Ball and Golf Ball. Despite their wacky shapes 
and light-weight, bright plastic construction, the models we 
tried out played surprisingly well. They could add a novelty 
effect to some of the tricks in your act. For example, imagine 
going “Around the World” with an actual globe of the world, 
or throwing a “Forward Pass” with an End-Zone Football. 

e Klutz Press Inc., publishers of The Klutz Yo-Yo Book 
($9.95 plus $1 shipping and handling from Klutz at 2170 
Staunton Ct., Palo Alto, CA 94306, 415/857-0888) made their 
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Wooden 
Trick YoYos 


Hummingbird Yoy Company, Ltd. 
32 Water Street - P.O. Box 276 Arcade, New York 14009 


first appearance at the toy fair. ““The yo-yo book has been a 
good seller—and continues to be,” company owner and author 
John Cassidy told us. 

e Scores of buyers showed up at a special breakfast/recep- 
tion sponsored by Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St., 
PO. Box 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 716/492-5120, and featur- 
ing a guest appearance by Tom and Dick Smothers and Yo 
Master Dan Volk. Company owner Brad Countryman outlined 
promotional plans. “Gone are the days of the yo-yo man in 
the school yard,” he said. “Now promotions focus on network 
TV and VCRs.” In a separate interview, Smothers Brothers 
manager Ken Kragen told us, “We're into millions of yo-: os 
here! Every major account has ordered in the last few day s— 
and lots of the smaller ones, too.” 


(ei ena 


e “Captain Yo,” Don Watson, will hold a yo-yo 
workshop on Sunday, April 2, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Cal s- 
ie Soaring Center, 1546 Lincoln Ave., Calistoga, Calif. “or 
information, call 707/942-0217. Captain Yo is in the proc« ss 
of forming a local yo-yo team, 

e “Tops,” a traveling exhibit that is currently touring the 
country and which features a hands-on demonstration of the 
scientific principles of the yo-yo, will be at the Austin (TX) 
Children’s Museum and the Georgia Southern Museum, 
Statesboro, GA, through April 30. It will next move to the 
Children’s Museum of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah, and the 
Catawba Science Center, Hickory, N.C., from May 20 through 
July 16. The exhibit was developed by and first appeared at 
the Boston Children’s Museum. The Association of Science- 
Technology Centers in Washington, D.C., is managing the 
tours of two similar exhibits. 

e In.1973, Skeeter Beebe of the Flambeau Co. in 
Baraboo, Wisc., presented a 16mm film of all yo-yo tricks to 
Virginia Baker, director of the Baltimore Dept. of Recreation 
and Parks, Office of Adventures in Fun. The film will be 
shown at Recreation Pier, 1715 Thames St., as part of a city- 
wide yo-yo program that Miss Baker is planning for this sum- 
mer. Mary Street, a director of the Baltimore City Wood 
Home Recreation Center, will run the program. For details, 
contact her in care of her department at 1715 Thames St., Bal- 
timore, MD 21231, phone 301/396-9177. 


YO-YO EXCHANGE 


e Wanna trade? I have 3 Duncan Velvet Yo-Yos to trade. 
1 in fair condition, 2 still in packages. Send trade offers to: 
Dennis Lesley, 8211 Fifth Ave. N., Birmingham, AL 35206. 

e Anyone interested in trading old wood et a or peg 
tops? Bob Zeuschel, 805 Westbrooke Meadows Ct, Ballwin, 
MO 63021, 314/225-4515. 
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YO BRIEFS 


e@ More news from the Smothers Brothers. Manager Ken 
Kragen tells us that “we have just hired a writer, Bob Sand, to 
develop the yo-yo movie, which will be based on the yo-yo 
demonstrators.” (We've been reporting on Tom Smothers’ 
desire to make a yo-yo movie since our first issue.) 

e Yo-Yo Royalty, featuring the Yo-Yo Prince Brian Mc- 
Grath and the Yo-Yo Princess Jennifer Baybrook, ages 15 and 
8 respectively, perform regularly throughout the Northeast. 
They will be performing at the Boy Scout Jamboree, May 12- 
14, in Essex, Vt. [Editor’s Note: We plan to be there, too.] 
You can reach them at Marvin Rd., R.D. 1, Box 600, Rich- 
ford, VT 05476, 802/848-7679. 

e Duncan Toys Inc., 801 Lynn Ave., Baraboo, WI 53913, 
608/356-5551, is marketing a new yo-yo, the Midnight Spe- 
cial, which is a black Imperial with a special hot stamp. 
“We're putting it in all of our assortments,” sales coordinator 
Tom O’Brien told YYT. 

e@ Duncan Toys continues to promote the yo-yo heavily 
on TV. Spring promotions include 1,600 total TV spots, includ- 
ing 450 in prime time. Duncan expects to make 
“'1,788,480,000 sight impressions,” which means that if one 
kid sees the same ad 5 times, that counts as 5 “‘sight impres- 
sions.” Ads will appear on Nickelodeon, USA Network, CBN, 
MTV in prime time, and in other hours on those stations as 
well as Superstation WTBS and MTV. 

@ If you’d like some information on how Paul Buethe has 
helped spread the “State of Yo” and met other yoists around 
his hometown and started a program with the department of 
parks and recreation, send him a self-addressed, stamped en- 
velope and he’ll send you an information sheet on how he did 
it. Write to him at: 106 S. Ham Lane, Lodi, CA 95242. 

e@ ABZ Toys Inc., 5133 Coronado Ave., Oakland, CA 
94618, 415/658-9230, will be moving to the New York area in 
June. ABZ markets the Yo-Yo Pal (yo-yo in belt holder) and 
YO? “for performance to the second power.” 

e Found! A cache of original Roy Rogers “Round-Up 
King” Yo-Yos from about 1950. They’re available while sup- 
oe last from Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 California 

t., San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138. Regular price is 
$10 (plus $2.50 shipping and handling), but Tom is offering a 
special to YYT readers of $8 each (+ $2.50 S&H). Tom reports 
that he’s always been a great Roy Rogers fan and was ecstatic 
when someone offered him these antiques. Roy and his horse, 
Trigger, are on one side. The other side announces a “King 
and Queen” yo-yo champs contest. “They have wooden 
axles,” he says. “They’re made of that old-fashioned celluloid 
plastic you don’t see these days. They’re good spinners and 
loopers. Also available: A “very limited” supply of flashy, 
four-color display/shipping cartons, for $110 postpaid; the 
price includes one dozen of the yo-yos, in the carton. 

e Valentine’s Day has passed for this year, but it’s never 
too late to tell someone you love them with one of anew 
“Cupid-Yo” from Playmaxx Inc., 1665 E. 18th St., Suite 207, 


AD-¥) », geonoonEs 
Use these fun calling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 

Ad-Yo's offer a full 19s" circle of advertising 
space while creating fun and challenge! 
« White, high-impact plastic 

* Attached string 

¢ Your logo hot stamped on 
vinyl colored discs. 

Choose from a variety of colors. 


Call for details! 


(602) 623-9981 
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Tucson, AZ 85719, 602/623-9981. The new yo-yo top comes 
in reds, pinks and whites. 

e A big hand of thanks to Stevanne Auerbach, the execu- 
tive director of the San Francisco Toy Museum. It was she 
whom Joey Dolan first wrote to, telling how the yo-yo had 
helped him in his school work. She forwarded his letter to us 
and told him about Yo-Yo Times. You can see his winning con- 
test entry on page 2. When you're in San Francisco, be sure to 
check out the museum and its exhibit on yo-yos. It’s located at 
the Cannery, 2801 Leavenworth St., San Francisco, CA 
94133, phone 415/441-TOYS. Hours are Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10-6; Sunday 11-5. Closed Mondays. 

e Calling all yo-yoers. The old days of the touring yo-yo 
pros are not over. This may be the opportunity you’ve been 
waiting for—a chance to join a yo-yo team, and get paid, too. 
“Team Yomega,” it’s called. Yomega Corp., which makes 
“The Yoyo with a Brain,” is looking for talented yo-yoers to 
tour locally and around the country—perhaps even the 
world—promoting Yomega yo-yos at store openings, trade 
shows, fairs, and public and charitable events. Team captain is 
“Fast Eddy” McDonald of Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The first 
members named to the team are Paul “The Yo-Yo Guy” 
Buethe of Lodi, Calif., Phil “The Yo-Yo King” Morin of Bel- 
lingham, Mass., and Jennifer “The Yo-Yo Princess” Baybrook 
and Brian “The Yo-Yo Prince” McGrath, both of Richford, Vt. 
If you’d like to be considered for the team, send information 
about yourself, along with a short video clip, if possible, to 
Team Yomega, Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, 
MA 02720. Or write for further details. 


“The Smothers Brothers 
Comedy Hour”: 
Now You See It, Now You Don’t 


In their on-again, off-again quest to find a regular spot on 
the CBS television network, Tom and Dick Smothers are cur- 
rently in limbo. (Your letters to your local affiliate can help 
bring them and “The Yo-Yo Man” back on the air.) 

Here’s the latest news: In mid-March, Tom and Dick 
finished taping four more shows. But when they’ll be on the 
air is anybody’s guess. The Yo-Yo Man segment on these 
shows will feature: 

—Guest yoer Paul Rodriquez, host of “The Newlywed 
Game.” 

—The pilot episode of “The Yo-Yo Man Cartoon” (which 
may make it as a Saturday-morning-type cartoon, perhaps in 
the fall). 

—10-year-old yo-yo whiz Robert Litton. 

—An episode in which a 5-year-old boy is playing with a 
Yo-Yo Man doll; the doll comes to life and performs for him. 
Also still in the works but no definite news: The new 
Smothers Brothers situation comedy (sitcom). Perhaps this 

fall. Write your local station and apply the pressure. 

Also on the horizon: An advanced Yo-Yo Man video. No 
details yet. 


Tom and Dick Take to the Road 


In response to numerous requests, here is the schedule of 
upcoming concert appearances by Tom and Dick Smothers. 
Please inquire locally for further information. 

3/30-4/5, Harrah's, Reno, NV; 4/13-5/3, Desert Inn, Las 
Vegas, NV; 5/11, Hult Center, Eugene, OR; 5/12, Washington 
Center for the Performing Arts, Olympia, Wash.; 5/13, 
Portland, OR; 5/14, Circle Star Theater, San Carlos, CA; 5/23, 
DeVos Hall Theater, Grand Rapids, MI; 5/24, The Forum, Har- 
risburg, PA. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, new tricks, 
etc. Please include your phone number with all letters, ar- 
ticles, etc. so we can get back to you if we have questions. We 
will not print your address unless you ask us to. 


Yo-Yo Specs Sought 
To the Editor: 

In a recent issue, you asked for newspaper clippings that 
have to do with the yo-yo. Recently, I had a job yoing ina 
local toy store and was in the paper. Since then, I have had 
two offers to yo at private parties, and the toy store wants me 
back, All this, and I’m only 12 years old! Has anyone ever 
made a living from just yoing? 

Here in Bermuda, the humidity stays from 80 to 90% in 
the summer. So please thank Tom Smothers for his “Yo Tip.” 
(Editor’s note: Tom recommended storing your yo-yo ina 
piss bag with some silica gel (which absorbs moisture) to 

eep the string dry prior to a performance.]} His advice will 
assist roe in the future. 
Yo-ours thankfully, 
Steven Cardwell 
P.O. Box NM 1451 
Hamilton HMFX, Bermuda 


Details Wood be Helpful 
To the Editor: 
I have been challenged to build a wood competition yo-yo. 

I wish to know if there are any size, weight, diameter, etc. con- 
straints that I need to consider. If you or any of your readers 
could provide this information, I would be grateful. 

Bryant Humann 

1515 Mariners Dr. 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 


Four Generations of Yo-Yoers 
To the Editor: 

I bought nine Yomegas at Christmas. We had five before 
that, and a video. Kids and adults enjoy them. 

My two oldest great grandchildren were amazed to find 
that their dad had been a yo-yo champ. 

M.M. Morris 
Maywood, CA 
Let’s Get in Touch 
To the Editor: 

Are there any yo-yo clubs in Washington State? Or any 
other way to get in touch with other yo-ists to start one? Keep 
up the good work. 

Bob Jackson 


5046 S.W. Waite St. 
Seattle, WA 98116 
[Fellow yo-yoers in the Seattle area, get those pens out 
and write to Bob. Yo' got that? 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
Acomplete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
) Everything from Rock-the- 
¢ / Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
/ all here: 83 pages lavishly 


A / illustrated, photographed, and 
/ packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
# Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
mm  / catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
‘e Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
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ROY ROGERS-ROUNDUP KING YOYO 

A COLLECTORS ITEM STORED FOR 40 YEARS! 

e Beautiful old fashioned plastic 

e@ Wooden axle 

@ Great looper and sleeper 

e In onginal cello bag with spare string 

YO-YO TIMES SPECIAL $8.00 

(Regularly $10.00) +shipping $2.50 

1 DOZEN $90.00 (+$6.00) ORDER 

1 DOZEN IN RARE FULL While they last! ae Z 

COLOR DISPLAY BOX $110.00 postpaid ; 

TOM KUHN CUSTOM YOY! 
2383 CALIFORNIA ST. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 
415/921-8138 
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7th grade report card of 7 A’s and 3 B’s—and that was before 
he took up the art of yo. When he started to yo in 8th grade, 
his G.P.A. shot up to straight A’s, where it remains this year, 
too, in 9th grade. 

Gregory Rubin of Columbia, Md., saw his grades go from 
6 A’s, 15 B’s and 8 C’s in 4th grade to 14 A’s, 14 B’s and only 
one C in Sth grade. 


Classroom Superstars 


Lest you think that only good students bothered to send in 
their report cards, be aware that we promised any student who 
submitted a report 22 a paras of G.P.A.—an oppor- 
tunity to enter our drawing for a free subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Therefore, every reader who entered had something to 
gain and nothing to lose. 

Why are yo-yoers better students? We left that explanation 
to the students themselves. See their answers on page 2. 

What do these results mean? Our survey was admittedly 
unscientific, but the conclusion is inescapable. Yo-yoers are 
not only better students. They are superstars in the classroom. 

While it’s true that there may be an occasional exception 
to this conclusion, this survey presents strong evidence to 
back up the assertion that any youngster who takes up the art 
of seriousyo-yoing will see their grades, attitude and outlook 
on life improve. 

So, if there is a teacher out there who’s ever been tempted 
to take a kid’s yo-yo away, that teacher should think twice. 


Right Time, Right Place 


However, as we need not point out to all true yo-yoers, 
part of the self-discipline of yo-yoing is to know that there is a 
right time and a right place to yo-yo. When you should be 
paying attention in class or studying is not that time! Yo-yoing 
should help you in your study, not take the place of it. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Are you looking for an old yo-yo friend or teacher you’ve 
lost touch with? Share the information with us. 

If you know the whereabouts of or have other information 
about anyone whose name appears in this section, contact us 
at Yo-Yo Times, and we'll put you in touch with the individual 
who placed the original request. 


Neal Kabarrubias 


Ilene Barbera is trying to locate her brother, Neal Kabar- 
tubias (sometimes shortened to “Kabbey”), who was a yo-yo 
champ in the late *40s. She tells us she lost contact with him 
in 1958. He lived in Salt Lake City at the time. A friend told 
her he appeared recently in a commercial, yo-yoing, on 
television in California. He’s now 78 years old, Ilene says. 
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TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming. We’ ll continue to print as many 
as we can. 

If we publish your trick, you will receive a free 6-month 
extension on your subscription. And if your trick is selected 
“Trick of the Month,” you get a year’s subscription. 

Even if your trick is not used here, don’t despair. We are 
working on a book of new yo-yo tricks. If your trick is used in 
the book, you’ll receive a free, autographed copy by the 
author/editor, Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect our- 
selves in the future, please be advised that sending us your 
trick means that you are giving us permission to print it in the 
newsletter and subsequent books. You will, of course, receive 
full credit in both places.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right-handed yoist. 
Left handers, please make the appropriate changes when fol- 
lowing the directions. 


“Quarter Back,” a Simple Trick 


This is an easy one, which follows naturally after you 
demonstrate the “Forward Pass” and “Around the World.” It 
comes from Dennis Uytiepo of Los Angeles. 

Throw a fast sleeper. Lift your yo-yo hand up slightly, 
swinging the spinning yo-yo in an arc out in front of you. 
When it reaches a position straight out, with the string parallel 
to the ground, give a snap of the wrist, and the yo-yo will 
retum to your hand. 

It gets its name “Quarter Back” because the yo-yo goes 
one-quarter of the way around the world before coming back 
home (to your hand). 


“Quarter Horse” 


This one is not for beginners. Don’t even think of trying it 
until you can knock a quarter safely off someone’s ear with a 
“Loop the Loop” every time. 

Ask for a volunteer from the audience. Stand the volunteer 
directly in front of you and prop a quarter on their ear. The 
first stage in the trick is an old and “simple” one (though 
quite dangerous if you don’t have the control), Throw a few 
“Loop the Loops” to get the range, then gently angle the yo- 
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with or without logos 


Kentucky Impressions 
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Louisville, KY 40211 
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yo toward your volunteer and neatly knock the quarter off 
eir ear. 

If both you and the volunteer feel brave enough, put the 
quarter back on the ear and do the “Quarter Horse.” With one 
hand, throw “Loop the Loop.” With the other hand, do “Hop 
the Fence.” This two-hand trick is an old favorite, called 
“Riding the Horse”—and it’s extremely difficult to master. 

While “Riding the Horse,” knock the quarter off your 
assistant’s ear with your inn te yo-yo. 

Don’t even think of trying this one until you’ve achieved a 
total state of yo—and that means years of practice. 


“The Unicycle” 


This one is from Dennis Lesley, “Captain Yo-Yo,” of Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 

First, throw a fast sleeper. Then, with your free hand, grab 
the string between the thumb and forefinger about 6 inches 
from your yo-yo hand. ‘ 

Holding the string with the free hand, grab the string about 
6 inches farther down with your yo-yo hand. 

Now, reach through the loop in your free hand and grab 
another 6 inches of string, pulling the string through the loop. 

You should now have a triangle with your hands at the top 
and the yo-yo at the bottom. 

Now, step over the top string with one leg, straddling the 
string. 
Then, sit on the string and “Walk the Dog” between your 

egs. 


Trick of the Month 


Eric Richardson, “The Yoster,” Bradenton, Fla. 


This month’s “Trick of the Month” is really two tricks, It is easier to adjust the yo, not the yoer. 
which flow neatly one into the other. Neither is easy, but I can do this about 4 out of 5 times when I’m warmed up. 
with some practice, you can tum them into the highlight of That’s why I do it at the end of my show. 
your act. I always do this trick just before I make my yo disappear. 


‘Harmony and Balance” 


This one is tough, but once mastered, this could possibly 
be the biggest high you could get when in the “state of yo.” 


“The Disappearing Yo-Yo” 
This trick is a variation on “The Dog Bite.” 
Face the audience and throw a sleeper across your body. 


No joke. Swing the yo-yo behind your back and pop it up, letting it 


1. Do a “Man on the Flying Trapeze” behind your back. “bite” the back of your shirt. (You’ll have to experiment to 
Not an easy task until you get the hang of flying blind. This find out the best way to do this—to find your “spot” where 
maneuver is called “Harmony.” Rest your catching hand you can do the “Dog Bite” on your back all the time.) 
against your back pants pocket with your finger pointed At the same time it bites, take the string off your finger 
Straight out. You have to become “one with the yo” to do this. and let it fall behind your back. Do this quickly and smooth- 

2. Jump backwards over the trapeze, bringing it in ly, perhaps throwing in a little misdirection by talking of 
front of you while still spinning on the string happily. This something else at the same time. 
is called “Balance.” You have to be careful not to hit the The yo-yo is gone! 
trapeze with your feet. (Hint: Practice the jumping while the For fun, tum around and pretend you’re looking for the 
yo is at rest.) yo-yo after you’ve made it disappear. You'll get the laughs, I 

It helps when doing the trapeze behind your back to look promise! : 
at the string you can see. This helps with the aim. Hold your Or, if it’s the last trick in your act, thank the audience, 
finger in one position and keep it there every time you do it. then turn around and walk away. 
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“Sand Crab” 


If “The Unicycle” is too hard for you, here’s an easier one 
from Dennis Lesley of Birmingham, Ala. 

Get down on your knees on the carpet. Put your yo-yo on 
its side on the carpet and sling the yo-yo outward. 

As the yo-yo returns, sling it outward again. 

It’s just like doing “Loop the Loop”, only sideways and on 
the ground, 


“Dog in the Pocket” 


This trick comes from Bill Pacheco, who is the production 
line supervisor for Yomega Corp., which makes “The Yo-Yo 
with a Brain.” Extend your right leg out, away from your 
body. Also, “puff” up your right pants pocket to open the top 
so the yo-yo can easily get into it. Then, throw a fast spinner 
behind your extended leg, and “‘Walk the Dog” from behind 
your body, underneath your leg. Place your yo-yo hand right 
next to your pocket, Give the string a little tug, and the yo-yo 
will zip back. Instead of catching it, arch it slightly and guide 
it right into your pocket. 

This trick is similar to ““Walk the Dog and Jump Him 
Through the Hoop,” except the yo-yo ends up in your pocket 
instead of going “Through the Hoop.” 

You might find this trick easier to perform with a Yomega. 


“Around the Equator” 


This is a relatively easy trick and one we've found is a real 
crowd pleaser—if you don’t clobber somebody when you do 
it, (Be sure to allow plenty of room.) 

"Around the Equator” is simply an “Around the World” 
in a horizontal plane, with the yo-yo on its side. Turn your 
yo-yo hand sideways, throw the yo-yo out in front of you 
(on its side), then start to swing it around your body hori- 
zontally, turning your whole body and following the yo-yo 
around. 

When both your body and the yo-yo get back to their start- 
pe il jerk the string and bring the yo-yo back to your 


If you want to get real esoteric, first throw “Around the 
World,” giving a scientific explanation of how a polar-orbit 
satellite traverses the globe from pole to pole. Then explain 
that a geostationary satellite appears to remain in one spot in 
the sky as it moves around the world above the equator, fol- 
lowed by “Around the Equator” to demonstrate the point. The 
more convoluted and confusing you make the explanation, the 
funnier it will be to the audience. 

Variations: “The Dive Bomber.” As the yo-yo swings 
around your body, direct its arc downward toward the floor 
and back up again, as if it were a diving airplane. 

“Texas Cowboy.” This is an old trick, which you can find 
on pg. 71 of Helane Zeiger’s The World on a String. Throw 
the yo-yo parallel to the floor, about 1 foot off the ground. As 
it circles your body, lift your legs (one at a time) to allow it to 
pass under them. Variation: Jump and let it pass under both 
legs at the same time. 


Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 
The new Model 22 is a one piece rock maple yo-yo 
dynamically balanced and exquisitly painted. 


aa Model 23 is a one piece yo-yo with 
di 


Ny natural finish. More models are in 


/ 1 the works. Write for details and 
and get on our mailing list. 
Yovo7 (Bird in. Hand, 


847 W. 5th St. Chico, CA 95928 


YOMEGA— 
THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® 


Executive edition—black watchcase, Brass 


plated ball bearings and springs, clear clutch. 
To order send $19.95 each 
plus $2 shipping and handling to: 
Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720 
(Mass. residents add 5% sales tax) 


‘The Big Lariat.” Keep your body still. Throw the yo-yo 
in a large arc around your body above your head. If you get 
really ambitious, throw a “Big Lariat” followed immediately 
by a “Texas Cowboy,” complete with a cowboy yell. 

Warning: These tricks put a tremendous strain on the 
string. Don’t try them with a worn string, or you’ll have a 
new, unexpected trick, “The UFO,” if your string breaks 
without warming. 


‘Trapeze from the Launch Pad” 


While we’re on the subject of “Around the World” varia- 
tions, here’s another one from Ben Marlin and Jason Stoval of 
Snellville, Ga. 

1, Throw the yo-yo as if you were doing “Around the 
World.” 

2. When the yo-yo is fully extended above your head, 
stick your elbow out. 

3. When the string hits your elbow, let the yo-yo continue 
on its circular journey in front of you. 

4. Extend the forefinger of your other hand to catch the 
string several inches from the yo-yo. 

5. Let the yo-yo swing over your forefinger, and catch it 
on the string, as if doing the “Trapeze.” 

6. To retrieve the yo-yo, move your forefinger, The yo-yo 
should fly off the string and back around your elbow in a neat 
maneuver. 


“Circus in Paris” 


Here’s a nifty combination trick from Ryan Feeley of Font- 
hill, Ontario, Canada. It’s harder to describe than it is to do. 
You'll have to experiment around to see which way works 
best for you. 

Throw a “Man on the Flying Trapeze,” allowing minimal 
slack. You might find that this trick works better if you catch 
the yo-yo string with your little finger, rather than your 
forefinger. 

Then, form the “Eiffel Tower” with your right hand, slight- 
ly in front of the yo-yo. Presto! A “Circus in Paris”! 


‘Demolition Derby” 


Don’t try this one with your best yo-yo. It comes from 
yen Feeley of Fonthill, Ontario, Canada. It’s a variation on 
“The Dragster,” also called “Bowling,” which was our “Trick 
of the Month” in our very first issue. 

To do “The Dragster,” throw a fast sleeper. Then slip the 
yo-yo off your finger and let go of the string. The yo-yo will 
zip across the floor, with the string making a “dragster’”-like 
sound as it strikes the carpet while winding up. 

With the “Demolition Derby,” two (or more) yoers aim 
their “Dragsters” at each others’ yo-yos, so that the tops will 
collide with each other. The one remaining standing is the 
winner. 

If you’d like to see the first national competitions on the 
“Wild World of Sports” in the fall, write to ABC. 
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SONG; continued from page 1 


Stuart F. Crump Jr., who performs under the moniker 
“Professor Yo-Yo,” is a native of the Washington, D.C., area 
(“The Yo-Yo Capital of the World”), where he still lives. He is 
the author of three published books and the editor/publisher of 
the bimonthly newsletter Yo-Yo Times. He speaks and per- 
forms regularly for youth groups, schools and professional 
business audiences on the themes “How to Pull Your Own 
Strings” and “Reach for the Top!” He is a member of the Na- 
tional Speakers Association and president of that organiza- 
tion’s Washington, D.C.-area chapter, the National Capital - 
Speakers Association. 

Musical accompaniment on the record is provided by the 
Mountain Stage Band: Larry Groce (guitar and vocals), Steve 
i (piano), Ammed Solomon (drums) and John Kessler 

s 


An interesting sidelight: The song was recorded at Sound- 
Tracs Studio in S. Charleston, W.Va. Old-time Duncan pro 
Barney Akers and his brother, Marvin, also a former Duncan 
pro, who live nearby, dropped in on the recording session. 
Their yoing helped put all of us in the proper festive and light- 
hearted mood for singing a yo-yo song. 


CLIFF STOLL; continued from page 1 


paying for it. An astronomer, Stoll was working with a com- 


puter at Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory. (He now works at the 
— Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge, 

S. 

To catch the perpetrator, he 4 a up a printer to the com- 
puter so that anytime the suspect logged on, everything he did 
would appear on a printout. “He was not a welcome visitor,” 
Stoll said. The visitor “came in through our machine and 
{used it to break] into a military computer.” The investigation 
eventually led West German authorities to a group of German 
computer hackers who allegedly sold U.S. secrets to the Rus- 


ans, 

All that is eee ee to our own reasons for calling 
Stoll—namely, to find out how his yo-yo came into the pic- 
ture. “I’m not that much of a yoist,” he told us. “I’m a real 
novice. Anyone who’s good is better than I am, But I find that 
when I’m nervous, like when all these media people are drop- 
ping by or calling me, and I’m trying to concentrate, it helps if 
I have something to do with my hands. 

“When I see yo-yoers who are better than I am—which is 
almost everyone—it shows me that there’s so much to learn in 
the world, just like science,” he continued. “In fact, there’s a 
lot of science in the yo-yo. The yo-yo is, first of all, an approx- 
imation of a gyroscope. Then there’s the friction of the string 
on the axle. When you throw the yo-yo down, linear momen- 
tum is converted into angular momentum. That’s all a sleeping 
yo-yo is: energy stored in angular momentum. Then when you 
bring it back to your hand, the spin is converted back into 
linear momentum. 

“It’s fascinating to me to see this happen when a good 
yoist performs,” he added. “It’s wonderful stuff. You might 
even say the yo-yo is a handheld physics lab....I’m delighted 
that there’s been a great birth of yo-yoing over the past year. It 
seems like a ’back to simple toys’ movement. People realize 
you don’t need to spend a fortune on them and that they teach 
you skills when you use them. Much better than playing with 
toy guns and play tanks. You don’t have to be strong or good 
looking, Just be patient and kind to yourself.” 

Is Stoll afraid that the alleged spy or spies might try to 
seek revenge for his turning them in? “Before he gets me,” 
Cliff said, “he'll have two little lines in his forehead from my 
Duncan butterfly yo-yo.” 
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How to Order Your Own Copy 
of “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 


The retail price for “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” with Larry Groce 
and Professor Yo-Yo (Yo-Yo Times editor Stuart Crump) is 
$11.95. However, we have made special arrangements for Yo- 
Yo Times subscribers to obtain their own copies of the tape for 
half price—$5.95 postpaid—for a limited time only. 

Each tape comes with a tip sheet that explains how to put 
your performance together with the music. 

Send your check or money order for $5.95 to “It’s Yo-Yo 
Time,” Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070. 
(U.S. funds; for shipping to Canadian addresses, add $1.00; 
other foreign, add $2.) Please allow 3 weeks for delivery in 
the U.S., and at least 6 weeks for overseas addresses. (Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed or your money back.) 


The Latest on the Yo-Yo Convention: 
Around Thanksgiving, in Orlando, Fla. 


Yes, we originally announced that the First International 
Yo-Yo Convention and Yolympics would be this summer near 
Disneyland. Well, plans have a way of changing. 

Since we made that announcement, the Smothers Brothers 
and Kodak Video Programs (who market the Yo-Yo Man 
video) have begun arrangements on a nationwide yo-yo con- 
test, with local and state-wide competitions. We’ve been in 
touch with them and are working together. We now intend to 
schedule our convention around the finals of that contest. 

Plans are still tentative, but it appears that the contest will 
begin the weekend of July 4 and continue through the summer 
and fall, with finals at Disneyworld in Orlando “around 
Thanksgiving.” 

As of this writing, that’s all we know. We’ll give you all 
the details just as soon as we have them. 

Meanwhile, if you have a workshop or a topic you'd like 
to present or have presented at the convention, now is the time 
to let us know about it. 
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